TEES VALLEY BIODIVERSITY STEERING GROUP

Minutes of meeting held on 20th January 2009 at Billingham Beck Visitor Centre
Present:

Sue Antrobus

Tees Valley Biodiversity Coordinator

Jeremy Garside
Tees Valley Wildlife Trust

Ben Ralston

Northumbrian Water

Anne Gladwin

Middlesbrough Council

Martin Coleclough
Middlesbrough Council

Katy Dickson

Environment Agency

Fiona Morris

Environment Agency

Robert Woods

INCA

Graham Clingan
Stockton-on-Tees BC

David Askey

Stockton-on-Tees BC

Rob Lunan

Redcar & Cleveland BC

Ruth Jackson

Natural England

Helen Herring

Wildflower Ark

Andrew Carter

Hartlepool BC

Vic Fairbrother
Teesmouth Bird Club

David Spencer

Redcar & Cleveland BC

Malcolm Steele
Tees Valley JSU

1
Apologies
Nick Brodin – NE Biodiversity Forum; Graham Megson – Teesmouth Bird Club; Geoff Barber – INCA; Ian Bond – Hartlepool BC; Naomi Hewitt – EYE Project
2.
Minutes of last meeting and matters arising
Minutes accepted as an accurate record; no matters arising.
3.
Update from Biodiversity Coordinator (Sue Antrobus)
a)  Strategic work
A representation from the TV Biodiversity Partnership to the Publication Draft Core Strategy of Stockton-on-Tees Local Development Framework was submitted in December 2008.
Comments were prepared on the informal consultation to Redcar & Cleveland BC Countryside Strategy.

Represented TV Biodiversity Partnership at various meetings of Tees Valley Local Strategic Partnerships.

b)  Regional and National work 
Reports and information on TVBAP targets were submitted on BARS as part of the 2008 UK biodiversity reporting round.  This takes place every 3 years to assess how the UK is meeting its international obligations on biodiversity.  It was noted that Action Plan reporting was undertaken every 6 months.  All information is available on BARS and any feedback would be welcome.
Continued to represent the TV Biodiversity Partnership and act as the Local Biodiversity Coordinators representative on the NE Biodiversity Forum.  Malcolm Steele has been asked to join the NE Biodiversity Forum as a representative on the planning side.
Joined the NE Grassland Group as a representative of the TV Biodiversaity Partnership and the TV Wildlife Trust.

c)  Supporting the NERC Biodiversity Duty
Delivered a presentation and gave evidence at Middlesbrough Council’s Scrutiny Panel on biodiversity.

d)  Gaining financial support for the TV Biodiversity Partnership
Secured a contribution of £5,000 per year for the next 3 years towards the core costs of biodiversity coordination from the Environment Agency.
e)  Pondscape Project
To support the delivery of the new Ponds, Lakes and Reservoirs HAP a project plan for a three year Tees Valley Pondscape Project was developed. This project successfully bid for £102,000 towards a £204,000 project from Natural England’s Countdown 2010 Fund. The Environment Agency is committing £20,000 to the project and Northumbrian Water £6,000.  The Tees Valley Wildlife Trust have contributed £24,000 match funding from an existing SITA award and £18,000 in volunteer time match funding. An application has been made to Esme Fairburn Foundation for £70,000 this has now reached stage two. The stage two bid is currently being developed. 
A summary of project objectives is available on partners’ page on the TV Biodiversity Partnership website.
The project started in November 2008, however the first year of spend has to be achieved by March 2009. Project staff from the TVWT have been able to work on the project in advance of a Pondscape Project Officer (Rachael Jackson) who started in January 2009.  To date the project has achieved the following outcomes:

· Collated existing information on the location and status of ponds

· Designed data bases and data presentation systems to capture currently available pond information and that which will be generated by the project. This includes basic information on pond location, name, ownership and nature conservation designations and capacity to incorporate additional information on some ponds including: NPMN Inventory forms, photographs, PSYM surveys, species information focusing on water voles and amphibians, management recommendation and management briefs, location of invasive alien plants

· Carried out searches using OS maps and knowledge within TVBP to maximise capture of all ponds on the database.

· Collate information on amphibians and water voles in the Tees Valley

· Carried out pond inventories (following the National Pond Monitoring Network form) on 50 ponds 

The project is currently working on the following that will be completed by March 2009:
· Research/confirm ownership details and any nature conservation designations on the database for all ponds.

· Digitising all existing pond, amphibian and water vole data by March 2009 to produce GIS maps showing data in a variety of ways. For example; location of ponds, ponds in public ownership, ponds under nature conservation designations, ponds with nature conservation status etc.  Also produce a GIS layer showing ponds on land covered by agri-environment schemes, locations of water voles and amphibians. 

Work is currently underway on planning the project launch, producing the first newsletter and producing web pages and a leaflet for landowners explaining the survey and how they can benefit.

f)  Other project work
Carried out consultation and produced a 5 year nature conservation management plan for Linthorpe Cemetery LNR.

Developed a project plan for the harvest mouse project covering Tees Valley (including Darlington) in partnership with the Northumbria Mammal Group, and submitted a stage application to Biffa’s Biodiversity Fund for £50,000.

4.
BAP Review

The following Habitat and Species Action Plans were discussed:

Grazing Marsh HAP
· Work is continuing on the identification of acreages and definition of site boundaries.
· Reference could be made annual grazing management issues and the need to increase areas of appropriate management of grazing land.
· Wildflower Ark noted that there is not a great deal of survey data for Cowpen Marsh.

Rivers and Streams HAP
· Reference could be made to policies in statutory development plans (RSS and Local Development Frameworks) where appropriate

· Potential link to the Barn Owl SAP – evidence to show that the species seems to be re-colonising along water courses which can provide good hunting habitat
· More emphasis needed on streams – for example issues associated with over-channelisation and culverting  of streams; sustainable drainage systems and the need to re-naturalise many streams.  This has the potential to bring in additional partners.

· Reference should be made to the River Corridor Project in Stockton which has a\ number of objectives that can be delivered through a partnership approach

Great Crested Newt SAP
· Part of final sentence missing from last paragraph on first page

· There was a query of possible occurrence in Middlesbrough at Thornton Pond – however this could be checked through the Pondscape Project
Harvest Mouse SAP
· Typing error final sentence of paragraph under heading ‘The Species in the Tees Valley- - should read ‘Bowesfield’ Nature Reserve.

· Noted that Ian Bond (HBC) has prepared a review paper on the status of Harvest Mouse in the North East.

Harbour (Common) Seal SAP 
· Part of final sentence of third paragraph on first page is missing

· There was some discussion on the definition of a viable population – Teesmouth holds 0.3% of the UK population and 2% of the England population.  The target is to maintain/enhance conditions to maintain the current birth rate.  It was noted that the Grey Seal is more important nationally as a priority species.
· North Yorks Naturalists had produced a review paper on Harbour Seals in Cleveland

The next tranche of Action Plans, possibly for the next meeting depending on the date, will include Cemeteries/Churchyards; Parks and Open Spaces; School Grounds; Unimproved Grassland; Barn Owl; and Saline Lagoons.  Lead officers have been identified for all these plans.
5.
Revised Local Sites Guidelines and Indicator 197
Jeremy Garside introduced a paper which had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The Wildlife Trust has been working with both Redcar & Cleveland and Stockton Borough Councils on NI 197 reporting and submitting a final list of Local Wildlife Sites to the Biodiversity Steering Group in its role as the Local Sites Partnership; this would also meet deadlines for producing Local Development Framework documents. 
Discussion centred on:

· The robustness of threshold figures for bird populations – it was considered that the proposed thresholds had been tested adequately elsewhere and could be fully justified

· How to relate the criteria to specific sites and how to deal with fluctuating bird populations, effects of climate change etc.  However it was noted that the designation criteria will be subject to review and can be amended to take account of such factors.  
The proposed changes to SNCI/LWS Designation Criteria were agreed by the Steering Group in its role as Local Sites Partnership and an amended Designation Criteria paper will be posted on the Biodiversity Partnership website.
With regard to NI 197 it was noted that a Government Office/Natural England workshop is to be held on 6th February and that this would (hopefully) clarify a number of questions and issues.  

Rob Lunan described the approach of Redcar & Cleveland Council, in particular the case for non-intervention vs. positive management.     

It was agreed that the Local Sites Partnership does not need to see the full details of sites in positive management, but that relevant data could be summarised on a spreadsheet which would be submitted to the LSP group for approval.  In order to meet LDF timetables a meeting will be needed in March.

6.
Proposed Annual Report 
Sue Antrobus presented some proposals for a TV Biodiversity Partnership Annual Report:

· Aimed at the wider TVBP and regional and national biodiversity partners, in particular people within these organisations who are not closely invoilved with delivering the TV BAP

· Report on activity and progress and record milestones/achievements; help to gain support for BAP work within partner organisations by demonstrating its relevance and achievements; reinforcing key messages of the value of biodiversity, the role of the Partnership and the importance of the BAP

· Help support the case for funding

· It should be attractive, easy to read, in colour and no more than 8 pages

· Should give a link to the Partnership website that allows people seeking more information to access detailed reports
The report would cover:

· aims and composition of the Partnership
· SAP and HAP review progress with case studies as examples
· Partnership’s role in local sites, developing criteria, NI 197 etc

· Details of special projects e.g. Pondscape

· Communicating biodiversity e.g. website

· NERC duty and support to public authorities

· Examples of data recording and survey projects, and development of regional records

It was agreed that work on producing the report should go ahead on the basis of the above; it would be done on a financial year basis, and the first report will aim for publication in April/May this year.  Malcolm Steele, Robert Woods and Rob Lunan agreed to act as proof readers and checkers of report drafts.
7.
ERIC update
Helen Herring represents Tees Valley on the ERIC working group and presented a verbal update:

· Funding was unavailable for consultants to produce a business plan it was produced by Nick Brodin (NE Biodiversity Forum)
· Three different scenarios were identified – housed in and administered by Tyne & Wear Museums; a stand alone facility; or 3 sub-regional record information centres coordinated regionally
· Unanimously agreed by the ERIC working group that the project should be based at Tyne & Wear Museums

· The EYE Project will merge into ERIC with a Steering Group acting as an independent body.  This should help to secure wider ownership of ERIC.

· The Steering Group will comprise 1 member from each of the region’s Wildlife Trusts; 1 from each BAP Partnership; a recording group representative, and representation form the statutory agencies
· Funding has been secured from Natural England, Environment Agency, and Northumbrian Water, amounting to about £80,000 per year from April 2010

· Terms of reference for the Steering Group are currently being put together

· ERIC will provide an important role in supporting the sub-regions in data collection and recording

· It will be important to establish close links with the adjoining Yorkshire and Humber recording area

8.
National/regional update
· NI 197 event at Government Office, Newcastle on 6th February

· Natural England Landscape Convention Conference, Wallsend 27th February

9.
Any other business
None

10.
Date of next meeting
Although arranged at the meeting for 17th March, Jeremy Garside is now unavailable and has asked if the meeting can be put back to 24th March.  The next meeting will therefore be 10.00 on Tuesday 24th March 2009 at Billingham Beck Visitor Centre.
