Tees Valley Wetland and Coastal Acton Group

Tuesday 16 December 2008
Meeting notes
Attendance – Allan Snape (Northumbrian Water), Neil Docherty (SBC), David Laing, Ian Bond (HBC), Richard Buckley (MEC), Fiona Morris (Environment Agency), Robert Woods (INCA) Sue Antrobus (BAP Co-ordinator).

Apologies – Katy Dickson (Environment Agency), Helen Herring (Wildflower Ark), Keith Ferry (R&CBC) Russell McAndrew. 
News roundup on wetland and coastal matters
Robert - 
INCA have just completed SONNET, a 10 year report on Teesside Environment. This will 

be published early in 2009.


Continuing working with five companies on site BAPs



He has written a report on the seals and Geoff has completed a report on little turns. For 

more info contact INCA.

Richard -
Work is currently underway on pond management work at Fairy Dell by MBC



Sudbury pond needs work.-in residential area and complaints from local Cllr. Pondscape 

Project to work with MBC in the New Year


Berwick Hills (reed bed and becks) -MBC working with Environment Agency, STEM and 

wildlife trust to increase community involvement. First event cancelled as heavy snow.

Neil -

Weevil control work on water fern at Billingham Beck woodland Park ponds has been a 


complete success. He has noted a small amount in another pond which will need action.

Ian-

There have been recent sightings of water vole at Seaton Common

Fiona -
The Tees Valley is now part of North East team since an Environment Agency 



reorganisation.  EA is heavily involved with Northumberland and Durham BAPs and 


increasing their role in the TEES Valley BAP. 

Allan -

Northumbrian Water has given him some time to work on the TVBAP. He will be spending 

this time on reedbeds.

Sue -

Main work has been on producing the new action plans and completing the 2008 BARs 


reporting.



Tees Valley Pondscape update
A project officer has been appointed, Rachel Jackson, who will start in January. She has worked with the Durham Wildlife Trust on a newt project and with the Tees Forest on heritage project in Hartlepool. Due to the need to spend a third of the project funding by March 2009 the project is currently being delivered by a range of staff in the TVWT. Beth is working collating all the existing pond data on excel and a pond survey form has been designed on Access based on the National Pond Monitoring Network surveys. Field inventories are currently being carried out. A launch in February is being planned.
Grazing Marsh TV Habitat Action Plan

The Environment Agency will act as the plan lead. Dave has done a lot of work on grazing marsh on the previous plan and this was forwarded to EA. Fiona and Katy has prepared a draft plan that was circulated prior to the meeting. A discussion followed.
Ian asked do we need a target for increasing the area of grazing marsh or do we need to focus on managing existing grazing marsh to ensure good condition.

Fiona explained that the target of 15 ha comes from their work with TWWT at Preston Farm to breach the flood bank that will create 15 ha of habitat, this may not all be grazing marsh but a mosaic of wetland habitats.
Dave raised the issue of general issue of framers concern about livestock on grazing marsh/wet grassland due to threadworm and issues of drainage by adjacent landowners.
Sue asked -what is the current ecological condition of our grazing marsh habitat? Greenabella has issues due to lack of grazing and Cowpen marsh has drainage issues.

Do we know the location, ownership and boundaries of our grazing marsh?
Dave’s list is an excellent starting point. The Brinefields need to be added to it, 

Action: Partners to provide information to Fiona on the site boundary and size in ha, boundary details and extent and location of grazing marsh of grazing marsh habitat within each site for following:
Cowpen Marsh, Coatham Marsh (Sue) Greenabella, Tioxide land and brinefields (Rob) Seaton Common (Ian) Billingham Beck Valley (was this Ian or Neil?) Fiona to digitise and GIS data 

Further discussion on the delivery of the specific actions and goals took place

Action: Fiona to add info into the draft plan and send to Sue to email around members ALL  Please respond if any further comments as soon as they can so that plan can go to the Steering group meeting in January.
Post meeting note:   Fiona suggested “We could leave the creation target for now and establish what we have and what condition it is in first. Once we know this, and have a better idea of where future opportunities might lie we would be in a better position to come up with a target”
Rivers and streams TV Habitat Action Plan
Environment Agency also plan lead, the draft HAP prepared by Fiona and Katy was discussed.

Sue asked if the Middlesbrough Becks Project could be highlighted in the plan under current action.

Alan Snape questioned if some of the points listed in the factors affecting habitat were relevant to the Tees Valley. Fiona to amend.

Robert mentioned that Salmon were now a National BAP species. However not all national BAP species and habitats are in the TVBAP as there are 1149 species and 49 habitats on the UK BAP list.

Suggested that the Stockton River Corridor Office (Anne Louise Orange) contacted so that she can contribute to the plan and be a member of the group. Action: Fiona to forward her email address to Sue who will contact.
Ian asked if there could be more emphasis on streams/becks as no river in Hartlepool. There is scope for people to add stream projects if they have them.

Fiona asked that if partners have projects were there is scope to improve riparian habitats to get in touch with her.
Action - Fiona to update draft and ALL to add any additional comment before Jan 16th
 Great crested newt  Species Action Plan
Sue has produced a draft, Jeremy is the plan lead (he has yet to see the draft) however that the new Pondscape Project Officer may be the new plan lead when she starts in January. The Tees Valley pondscape Project will give be an opportunity to deliver actions against the plan.
Sue asked do we have a good picture of the distribution of gcn in the Tees Valley considering that the UK Bap says that nationally we probably know about 1/6 of breeding ponds?

It was felt that in the Tees Valley we had a pretty good idea on their distribution although there are often surprises with new populations being found. Ian is a member of the North East Reptile and Amphibian group (NERAG) currently collates an amphibian data base for the Tees Valley.  This is shared with the EYE project. As part of the Tees Valley Pondscape Project ,Jess at the Wildflower Ark, is mapping this data and data that Jeremy has sent her from the Tees Valley Newts project.
A discussion took place on obtaining data on gcn from planning applications. The only way to do this would be to go through all the relevant planning applications with each local authority which would be a long task. However it was felt to be important and should be added as an action in the species action plan. There may be scope for doing this work through the pondscape project 

Action: Sue to let Jess know that Fiona has already put Ians gcn data on to GIS and to pass on Fiona’s emails details to her.

Can we currently identify metapopulations on that we can focus pond creation and habitat management work?
Ian’s data is showing some trends, these will become clear with the mapping, especially if we add in 500m circles of distribution around known breeding ponds; Rachel did this type of work in the Durham newt project. Ian pointed out that in the Tees Valley that most populations are small and isolated.

 Fiona asked for the EA to be put down as the action contact for the action concerning increasing awareness amongst general public and landowners of the threats of fish to gcn and that all partners are added to the partners section for maintaining amphibian database. 

Ian pointed out that local authorities under section 25 of the Wildlife and Countryside act have a duty to let landowners know if the have gcn, It was suggested that LA may not be doing this and that the TVBP could do a standard letter for local authorities to use.

Water voles Species Action Plan 
Sue is assisting Kenny Crooks in drawing up an action plan. Fiona described the work that she is co-ordinating involved with in developing a regional water vole strategy. This is needed as there are issues surrounding reintroduction due to the existence of a Scottish and English sub population. EA are funding some genetics work to identify the genetic makeup of populations in north east England.

Other work taking place for water voles are Kenny’s work with MBC and EA on the Middlesbrough Becks, work in Hartlepool cutting back Balsam on Greatham Beck. Robert also reported some work at Greenabella. If any partners are carrying out river habitat restoration work let Fiona know. The EA may be able to help.
 Tranche three plans
Seals-plan lead is Robert.

Sue to ask Geoff Barber to be plan lead for saline lagoons.

We are still short of plan leads for sand dunes and coastal grasslands, salt marsh and maritime cliff and slopes (HINT hint! From Sue). Ian suggested asking Deborah Ferguson if she would like to be a plan lead for one of these as she will be replacing Ian as the Hartlepool rep on the group.
Action: Sue to discuss with Deborah

Thank you to Stockton Council for hosting the meeting at Billingham Beck.
Date of next meeting

Wednesday 11th March 2009 10 am at Billingham Beck (note start time)

