Tees valley Biodiversity Partnership

Urban Action Group 
12 January 2009
Meeting notes

Attendance – Clare Gallagher (Groundwork), Rob Lunan and  Jo Feary (Redcar & Cleveland BC), Steve Ashton (Tees Valley Wildlife Trust), Francine Marshall (Middlesbrough BC),  Robert Woods (INCA), Mark Fishpool (Middlesbrough Environment City), Helen Beaman (Hartlepool BC), Sue Antrobus (BAP Co-ordinator).

Apologies - Andrea Ellsworth (Stockton BC)
1. Action Plans 2009-2013 Review Process

Two Habitat Action Plans (Brownfields and Roadside verges) have been reviewed by the steering group and these will be published on the website in February.
Churchyards and cemeteries

 A first draft of the plan has been prepared by Sue and was circulated. Mark Fishpool had been suggested as a potential plan lead at the steering group meeting. He said he would consider this.

The plan showed that there has been considerable work in the past five years to enhance cemeteries and churchyards, particularly those managed by local authorities.

There is a need to collate recent biological survey work on churchyards and cemeteries or at least have a spreadsheet highlighting what survey work has been done where and by whom. It was noted that the Wildflower Ark have surveyed some churchyards through the local site surveys. Russell McAndrew has surveyed the birds of Spion Kop and Peter Grainger birds and butterflies at Linthorpe Cemetery and the Friends of Guisborough Priory have done some surveys at St Nicolas Church in Guisborough. There is probably more.

Action: Sue to contact various partners and groups and update Excel spreadsheet of list and locations of surveys. Any actual data should be sent to Eric. Most is in a paper format.

Helen reported on the work then Hartlepool Neighbourhood Services have done at North Cemetery. This has been very successful and popular with visitors.

Mark said that Green Flag was a good way to get wildlife management and community involvement as Local Authorities are very keen on the award. So far we have two Green Flag cemeteries in the Tees Valley out of 14 nationally, Linthorpe Cemetery (Middlesbrough) and Thornaby Cemetery (Stockton). Is there scope for more in the Tees Valley-In Hartlepool and Redcar and Cleveland?
The potential of a Tees Valley wildlife forum of church and cemetery managers and friends groups 

Action: Sue to assess level of interest amongst friends groups, local authorities etc

 Training in wildlife of cemeteries was discussed and how this would be aimed at. Probably two different audience, managers and community groups actively involved in managing cemeteries and wider one of planners, neighbourhood officers etc to spread an appreciation of the value of these sites and contribution that they make to nature conservation and the provision of accessible high value green space.

Cemeteries and churchyards having nature conservation/biodiversity plans were considered a good idea, as was community events.

Action: All to have a closer look at plan and feed back to Sue.


Parks and amenity areas

Sue, Andrea and Jo to meet up to discuss a planned Tees Valley conference. Durham BAP is keen to take part too. Jim Moody is happy to host at Stewart Park as long as there are no budget implications for him. 

2. Hartlepool Neighbourhood Services-Bap report and programme

Helen brought a “Neighbourhood Services Biodiversity Action Report 2008” that she has prepared on behalf of the Environmental Standards Section of Hartlepool Council’s Neighbourhood Services. The origin of the report is that in 2005 the Hartlepool Neighbourhood Services adopted an Environment Sustainability Strategy. The strategy included the aim “To protect and enhance the natural environment and ensure that the biodiversity of local wildlife and plants is valued and protected “. The 2008 report was produced to demonstrate the progress that the service has made. It covers the development of partnership working, training of staff in biodiversity and the introduction of new working practices and reports on positive management and practical projects on sites that the service manage such as cemeteries,  highway verges and the wildflower growing project.  All of this has been achieved with no additional budget. There is considerable support by the Service director and Helen reported a willingness of staff to take on new ideas and ways of working.  It is hoped that this report will provide positive feedback for the service, will further increase support and secure additional funding.  The report will also be helpful for evidence in rolling out the NERC Biodiversity Duty. Helen is now starting to work on a BAP for the service which will tie intro the Tees Valley BAP
Action:  Helen and Sue to work together. Sue to send copies of the report to other Tees Valley LAs to encourage their biodiversity activities.

3. Tees Valley Biodiversity Annual report
Sue is working on the annual report 2008-9 for the partnership. Views were sought on the purpose of the report, who it is aimed at, what it should cover and how partnership members would use. The report will be aimed at the wider Tees Valley Biodiversity Partnership and regional and national biodiversity partners: people in these organisations who are not closely involved with delivering TVBAP. The purpose of the report will be;

· To report activity and progress and record milestones/achievements in the past year,
· To maintain  and gain  support for the TVBAP within partner organisations by demonstrating the relevance of the work of partnership and its achievements,
· To reinforce key messages of the value of biodiversity, the role of the TVBP, the importance of the TVBAP and contact information.

 The style and format of report was discussed. There is a budget for design and print of £1,000. Sue would like it to be very “pick-up-able”, attractive, full colour, inspirational, some sections easy to read for the non specialist. Suggestions were made that it could be in electronic format with a flyer printed to promote the report or that it could be short on text but a more detailed version as a pdf available on the web site. Sue to take ideas to the Steering group meeting next week.
4. Tees Valley Pondscape project-urban ponds

A summary of the project aims are available on the website at http://teesvalleybiodiversity.org.uk/323/biodiversity-boost-for-ponds-in-the-tees-valley/ or simply access via the news items on the partners’ page.
To support the delivery of the new Ponds, lakes and reservoirs HAP a project plan a three year Tees Valley Pondscape Project was developed. This project successfully bid for £102,000 towards a £204,000 project from Natural England’s Countdown 2010 Fund. The Environment Agency is committing £20,000 to the project and Northumbria Water £6,000.  The Tees Valley Wildlife Trust have contributed £24,000 match funding from an existing SITA award and £18,000 in volunteer time match funding. An application has been made to EFF for £70,000 this has got through to stage two. The stage two bid is currently being developed. 

The project started in November 2008, however the first year of the spend has to be achieved by March 2009. Project staff from the TVWT has been able to work on the project. In advance of a Pondscape Project Officer who started in January 2009.  Rachel Jackson is the new project officer. She started on 5th January.  To date the project has achieved the following outcomes

· Collated existing information the locations and status of ponds.

· Designed data bases and data presentation systems to capture currently available pond information and that which will be generated by the project. This includes basic information on pond location, name, ownership and nature conservation designations and capacity to incorporate additional information on some ponds including: NPMN Inventory forms, photographs, PSYM surveys, species information focusing on water voles and amphibians, management recommendation and management briefs, location of invasive alien plants.

· Carried out searches using OS maps and knowledge within TVBP to maximise capture of all ponds on the database.

· Collate information on amphibians and water voles in the Tees Valley.

· Carried out pond inventories (following the National Pond Monitoring Network form) on 50 ponds. 
Ideas for projects around the Tees Valley were discussed. These included Queens Meadow in Hartlepool and the series of temporary ponds on the boundary of Wilton/Foxrush Farm. Rachel is already working on advising a landowner of a Stockton pond and on Sudbury Pond in Middlesbrough.

Action: Robert to arrange site meeting with Rachel to look at some industrial ponds. 
Action: Jo to contact Rachel re Wilton ponds

Rachel is at rjackson@teeswildlife.org

5. Some Updates

Clare-

Groundwork is currently going through a regionalisation process. She said this should make to difference to the current 

local of local service.



Current biodiversity work includes a Breathing Spaces project at Zetland Park in Redcar and one at Boosebeck.

Francine

She and some of her team have started an NVQ in environment management.



Working on a biodiversity plan for Pallister Park.



As part of Middlesbrough Councils “Environmental Action Team” she is working with the Stainton Quarry Management 

group, the Friends of Hemlington Lake and probably at Linthorpe Cemetery too. Richard is working with the Friends of 

Fairy Dell. 

Steve-

He is writing a sustainable schools strategy for Redcar and Cleveland. This is involving a lot of consultation with 


educators. The Royal Horticultural Society is commissioning training courses for schools on growing food. He is working 

on this in partnership in Groundwork.
Jo-

Mainly involved with woodland management work on Forestry Commission grant schemes at the moment. In the process 

of applying for an Access to Nature grant

Robert-

The director of INCA, John Mann is leaving at the end of March due to retirement. He is being replaced by Bob Palior from 

the Environment Agency.



INCA are currently working on 2 new LBAPs, have 2 established ones and investigated 3 others.



INCA with the TVBP are working with Buglife to develop a brownfield invertebrate project. It is currently at a stage two 

grant application with Esmee. We hope to hear the result in February.

Helen-

Have been carrying out a lot of work in school grounds through a School Environment Action Project. They are currently 

looking at extending the project subject to funding as it has been very successful.



 Has completed a public consultation on North Cemetery and applying for a Community Spaces fund

The next meeting will be at 10am on Thursday 23rd April

at the Hebrew Prayer House, Linthorpe Cemetery Middlesbrough.
