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The Breeding Birds of Cleveland

The Breeding Birds of Cleveland, published by the Teesmouth Bird Club, is
the first comprehensive survey of the breeding birds in the former County
of Cleveland, which now comprises the four unitary authorities of
Middlesbrough, Hartlepool, Redcar and Cleveland, and Stockton-on-Tees.
Fieldworkers have spent over 5,000 hours visiting all parts of the
area to collect data for this ground-breaking study and,
rather than using the sampling transect method,
fieldworkers visited all parts of their tetrads, making
this one of the most accurate regional surveys ever
undertaken in the UK. The book has been generously
sponsored by a significant number of corporate
organisations and private individuals.

Each of the 127
breeding species is
illustrated with a
superb monochrome
drawing and a full-
colour breeding
distribution map.
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Written by a diverse team of authors, the book starts with
a historic perspective of Cleveland, focusing particularly
on how the landscape has developed since the last
glaciation and how this development has affected the
distribution of breeding birds we see today. Despite being a
relatively small region, with an area of only 59,653 hectares
(230 square miles), Cleveland contains a wide range of
habitats, ranging from the wild moorlands of the south, the
dramatic coastal cliffs in the east, the marshlands around the
Tees estuary and the rolling agricultural landscapes of the
central and northern areas. This diversity underpins why such a
wide range of bird species is found in such a relatively small
area. The text is beautifully embellished with sketches, maps
and photographs, the latter including a selection of interesting
aerials, panoramas and birds.
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The main body of this 400-page volume is devoted to accounts of the 127
breeding species. These contain background and historical information but
also have a strong and unique local flavour, and conclude by making
predictions about the future prospects for each species in Cleveland. The
species accounts are illustrated with superb monochrome sketches and
maps showing the local distribution of each species.

. the 51 P2
snipe:

res, ead"d
o and 200 ¢
oo e

wader vere <
s 01 e on il in 19
Lapuing: ¢ S8 piecton

10 the past

The book gives a firm baseline as to the state of breeding birds in Over 70 full-colour photographs of the
Cleveland and will be of major interest to local authorities, national and

ocal tion bod 4 envi al tant last breeding birds of Cleveland, including
ocal conservation bodies, and environmental consultants, as well as to many by award-winning photographer
people who have a general interest in the natural history of the area. .

Wayne Richardson.

ORDER THIS UNIQUE PUBLICATION OVERLEAF - AT PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE!




