TEES VALLEY BIODIVERSITY STEERING GROUP

Minutes of meeting held on 22nd April 2008 at Billingham Beck Visitor Centre
Present:
Sue Antrobus

Tees Valley Biodiversity Coordinator

Jeremy Garside 
Tees Valley Wildlife Trust

Katy Dickson

Environment Agency

David Askey

Stockton BC

Rob George

Darlington BC

Helen Herring

Wildflower Ark

Ian Bond

Hartlepool BC

Rob Lunan 

Redcar & Cleveland BC

Graham Megson
Teesmouth Bird Club

David Spencer

Redcar & Cleveland BC

Malcolm Steele
Tees Valley JSU

1.
Apologies
Ruth Jackson – Natural England; Martin Coleclough – Middlesbrough BC; Nick Brodin – NE Biodiversity Forum; Naomi Hewitt – Exploring Your Environment; Anne Gladwin – Middlesbrough BC; Graham Clingan – Stockton BC
2.
Minutes of last meeting
Agreed

3.
Matters arising
Steering Group minutes are to be forwarded to Beth Addis as RIG group contact.  It was noted that Shropshire AONB had produced a pro-forma for monitoring the condition of RIG sites.  Agreed that a copy of the form be circulated to Steering Group members – Action: Sue Antrobus 

There had been no response from Tees Forest re. Steering Group representation.  

The Biodiversity Partnership website was due to go on-line in about 4 weeks.  It will include species and habitat summaries.  Any potential species or habitat photos for the website should be forwarded to Sue Antrobus.
BARS Training - the 18 February event was well attended and very successful.

Partnership site visit/event – it was unlikely that this would be able to take place at Corus.  An alternative venue/host is being sought.
Annual report – need for further discussion between Sue Antrobus and Malcolm Steele.

Regional/Sub-regional Policy documents – Teesmouth Bird Club had responded on the joint Tees Valley local authorities Minerals & Waste DPD consultation.  A copy of the response will be circulated for information.

Marine Bill – Rob Lunan referred to a useful summary of the proposed Marine Bill.  It was agreed that this could be circulated to Steering Group members.
4.
NERC Biodiversity Duty
Sue Antrobus reported that she had given presentations, or spoken to, all former Cleveland local authorities regarding the biodiversity duty set out in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act.

Middlesbrough BC – considered by the cross council sustainability group, and will be looked at as part of the Community Strategy.

Redcar & Cleveland BC – developing a toolkit approach

Hartlepool BC – considered at Cabinet level

Stockton BC – considered by the Urban Task Force Group

The next step is to approach other public authorities and parish councils.  The best approach to parish councils is likely to be through the Tees Valley Rural Community Council and its rural newsletter.
5.
Regional Pond Survey
The survey had been launched at Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park.  There had been some good press coverage and some 4,000 leaflets have been distributed throughout the Tees Valley.

6.
Action Group Updates
Rural Group:
· There has been little take up/interest in initiatives affecting outer field margins due to current high cereal prices

· Further contacts were being sought within the farming community to extend the Partnership

· An event and leaflet is to be prepared for farmers – this will probably be linked to the farmland bird survey of which 4 surveys are running at present

· Surveys need to be simplified and it is important that farmers are given feedback

· Further links are to be explored with the British Trust for Ornithology breeding bird atlas
· Lowland heath – a HAP is to be prepared for Eston Moor

· Harvest Mouse SAP – will concentrate on habitat management in areas with existing populations

· Local Indicator 197 (Positive action on Local Wildlife Sites) – limited opportunities to gain access to and influence the management of farmland sites.  Progress needs to be monitored by the Local Sites Partnership and reported to the Biodiversity Steering Group.  It was noted that the DEFRA website provides detail on obligations, management and enhancement objectives.
Graham Megson reported that in North Yorkshire a target on Local Wildlife Sites had been included in LAA, but Government Office for Yorkshire and the Humber had expressed reservations.  North Yorkshire CC intend contacting landowners to undertake further survey work.

Urban Group:
· Sue Antrobus to circulate draft HAP’s for school grounds; these will include achievable actions and targets.  There have been issues over the interest shown by schools – not high among priorities; there are also safety issues.  Some funding may come through the ‘Building Schools for the Future Programme’ and the NERC duty may help with encouragement

· In Redcar & Cleveland the local wildlife sites review is largely complete but some further site visits will take place in June/July.  Will be considered at Cabinet in February 2009.

· Community Spaces schemes are due to be launched in the near future

Wetland & Coastal Group: 
· Large ponds will be mapped by GIS as part of a national project being coordinated by the north west region.

· Tees Valley Amphibian and Reptile survey – Ian Bond has collated all data and this has been forwarded to TV Wildlife Trust and the EYE project

· An Action Plan is underway for Purple Milk Vetch – Sue Antrobus to re-survey existing populations

· Pond Action Plan – possible scope for grant aid to further delivery
· Northumbrian Water Scaling Dam work should be captured on BARS

7.
Progress on updating Species and Habitat Action Plans
It was agreed that the Biodiversity Steering Group should ‘sign off’ Species and Habitat Action Plans.  Action Plans would be circulated at least 2 weeks before each Steering Group meeting.

8.
Re-introduction policy – Globeflower update   
Data regarding the re-introduction sites within Wynyard Woodland Park had been circulated by Helen Herring prior to the meeting.  The globeflower re-introduction project was linked to the BAP process and agreed procedures.  It was noted that grid references have now been included on the progress monitoring sheet.
Helen Herring also reported on vascular plants identified as UK priority species, and in particular the implications for local wildlife site designation criteria.  A list of plants on the UK Red Data list, and those occurring in the Tees Valley is available.  Further work is needed on the status and context of local plants compared with their national status.  Stockton may be used aas a pilot.  It was agreed that Wildflower Ark should report again on this issue in the autumn.
9. National and Regional Update
The NE Biodiversity Forum is to produce an awareness raising pack for public bodies, which will include some new publications and a set of posters.  These will be distributed shortly but PDF’s are available on the Biodiversity Forum website.
A working group had been set up to progress the creation of a regional records centre by 2010.  The first meeting is scheduled for May.

The North East Strategy for the Environment (NESE) has been published and can be downloaded on the One NorthEast website.

SITA Trust has announced that the Enriching Nature Fund will continue in 2009.  Details of available funding are awaited.

10.
Any other business 
An HLF grant has been awarded for a Groundwork project in E Cleveland.  This will be carried out in partnership with the Wildlife Trust and include survey work and some scrub removal and management.  A similar project is to be undertaken in the North York Moors National Park.

Teesmouth Bird Club’s water bodies survey is to be repeated again this year to cover missing species and areas.  The Club is also counting species/numbers on the R Tees through Stockton.

It was noted that Teesmouth Bird Club has identified Hawfinch and Willow Tit as species of increasing concern over numbers and distribution.

11.
Next meeting   
Arranged for 10.00 on 8th July, but note that it has been subsequently decided that this date will be used for the Partnership annual event/conference which will take place at Huntsman’s Greatham site.  Further details of this will be made available by Sue Antrobus in due course.  The next Steering Group meeting will be re-arranged for the autumn.

